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application  by  experience,  for  understanding  things,  certainly 
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The  enfranchisement  of  the  individual,  the  substitution  of 
private  judgement  in  place  of  traditional  authority,  the  exaltation 
of  duty  over  custom,  all  came  with  force  and  suddenness  of 
revealation  to  an  oriental  people  who  knew  no  more  binding 
obligation  than  the  mandate  of  immemorial  usage  and  venerable 
tradition.  7 
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The  author  of  the  day  ...  became  the  complete  and  perfect 
sycophant.  Against  their  better  judgement,  they  indulged  in 
clowning.  They  recognised  the  better  path,  and  chose  the  worse 
...  They  grew  accustomed  to  be  despised,  and  became  despicable. 
Their  self-respect  being  so  small,  they  respected  their 
profession  little.  u 
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...  all  pointing  to  a  nadir  of  setting  energy,  the  evening  - 
time  from  which,  according  to  the  Indian  idea  of  Cycles,  anew  age 
had  to  start.  It  was  that  moment  and  pressure  of  a  superimposed 
culture  which  followed  it  that  made  the  reawakening  necessary.12 


In  social  .usage,  in  politics,  in  the  realm  of  religion  and 
art,  we  had  entered  the  Zone  of  uncreative  habit,  of  decadent 
tradition,  and  ceased  to  exercise  our  humanity.  13 
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If  Periclean  Athens  was  the  school  of  Hellas,  the  eye  of 
Greece,  mother  of  arts  and  eloquence,  that  was  Bengal  to  the 
rest  of  India  under  British  rule,  but  with  a  borrowed  light  which 
it  made  its  own  with  marvellous  cunning.  In  the  new  Bengal 
originated  every  good  end  great  thing  of  the  modern  world  that 
passed  on  to  the  other  parts  of  India...New  literary  types,  reform 
of  the  language,  social"  reconstruction,  Political  aspirations, 
religious  movements  and  even  changes  in  manners  that  originated 
in  Bengal,  passed  like  ripples  from  a  central  eddy,  across 
provincial  barriers,  to  the  farthest  corners  of  India,  4<J 
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The  faults  which  Chintuiya  Suri  avoided  by  a  e 
rare    among    Tdugu    Pandits,       arc      found    e\a;j 
Mr.  Veeresalmgam.    His    extravagance    transgresses 
bounds  of  proverbial  oriental  extravagance. 
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For  the  Indian  intellectual  the  task  was  comparable  to  Chat 
of  maintaining  agriculture  on  the  edge  of  a  desert,  against 
constant  invasion  by  the  sand. 


ir-3    jltf  Do/to 

A 


Sb  g*rf5  ^ 


o 


53 


*°o. 


.  13 


c 


ib'Stf'Ootfo 


the  greatest  Andhra  of  modern 


times.  He  sums    up  in  his    personal    hist.ny    the   evolution    of  an 
epoch.  1      ib'StfEtotfo  "S  sp9^o"S    3 


;_  0 

^^ 


11 


co        ro 


,    Q3<55S:<S 


ro 


ro 


5 


6£) 


o5o"5cl6 


o  ?         os'Dc^o 


CJ 


5 


£.< 


So  &**  6  tfda  o 


a,  I 


oo 


CPU 

wJ 


A  —  o 

;  tfo 

,  ........  0 


^3"  tf  o 
esfl^  doaS^a-S.  sSbo^SCa, 


6 


/Tftjofla-B  *<Jro»joff'tfa!S4>^sro8!p,8«!Sgwwo8cr' 


§5 


CJ 


r-i 


-(V  o'o^.o* 


"o. 


O    ZPctfJd        Srti 


,-u  o  ;  .\-ur  ,  Zstcc, 

e>  ^-^ 


oJ  S) 


WO/j&'StiO,  S 


e 


o^o  6     "So3"&)5S5bEac53b      c9  s?  o 


(The  Indian  Leisure  Hour; 

i3  o^oA3^(l)j  (The  Telugu  Harp) 

-33°  do.  e 


&£;3    1895 


crsasc^b, 


CO 

tfe&o     crc^    ^^ 


56 


Poo.  e?  3 

a 


"3  «ofe    :  StogcrfitfoCSba)  Sito         5" 


"""I 


o 


zes' 


--,  * 

u  —  *' 


i  lax  15?  GO  "io'SDA'o  *£&•  30  ^'1)^:7^  acra> 

^  CO  —  u  4»^ 


.  ^eso  5X)«sJgS*sS&j,  ;oc^d5bt6&j^  sr^ub)     a^ag.  rrfj     e 


908) 


Si§c^    B»^O  4*  - 

o 


<y 


3&tf£o&i$$o*  5    ^^N 

* 


CD 


[^AO&O,    <&>jCJc 


CO 


77^03"    S7C 


-^co 


1870    sSo'Sb     S^Oo^o     SSb^Sb     eD^^5     ScStfOofiorr 

IS75  b 


It  is  admitted  by  on 2  and  all  that  Western  lore  has  worked 
wonders  among  the  natives  of  India.  We  are  quite  aware  that 
English  education  has  rendered  natives  more  refined  in  their  manners, 
has  dispelled  the  mist  of  superstition  from  the  minds  of  several 
of  them,  if  not  many  and  has  consider ibly  developed  their  moral 
calibre  whenever  it  is  properly  imparted.  (P.  61) 
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The  Yoing  Hindus  ranting  against  their  traditions  arc  not 
elephants  of  westernization,  they  are  the  grass  of  the  Hindu  fields, 
which  to-day  is  and  tomorrow  is  cast  into  the  oven.  They  talk  in 

their  little  day,    to  be  borne  down  into  the  everlasting   silences  of 
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The  college  of  to-day  aims  at  giving  an  education  that  shall 
fit  its  recipients  to  take  an  honourable  share  in  the  administ- 
ration of  the  Country,  or  to  enter  with  good  hope  of  success  to 
various  liberal  professions  cow  expanding  in  vigorous  growth.  15 
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Mr,  Appa  Rao  is  apparently  a  man  of  original  ideas  in  litera- 
ture., .He  has  wisely  and  happily  discarded  for  the  purposes  of  his 
comedy  the  unnatural  stilted,  Pedantic,  literary  dialed  so  much 
beloved  of  the  Telugu  pandits,..  he  lias  been  ableto  sei  at  nought  the 
absurd  literary  canons  of  this  degenerate  age  and  risen  above  the 
Prevalent  grammatical  and  literary  superstitions  in  rcgard  to  Tclugu 
composition..  /a  singularly  original  and  interesting  plot  and,..a  varie- 
ty of  characters  true  to  life.  ..No  little  originality  and  dramatic  skill.. 
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Lives  of  Moderates  all  remind  us 
We  should  wisely  keep  from  crime  ; 
Open  sedition  only  finds  us 
Shelter  in  a  far-off  clime. 

Let  us  then  line  up  and  be  speaking, 
Speaking  at  a  furious  rate  ; 
Not  always  some  benefit  seeking, 
Learn  to  be  loyal  and  to  wait,  18 
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character  of  British  rule,  the  robust  and  sincere  sentiments  of 
devoted  loyaly  to  the  British  Crown,  and^  the  same  pathetic, 
almost  abject,  belief  in  the  sense  of  justice  of  the  British  peoples 
who  would  concede  all  the  reasonable  demands  of  the  Indians  as 
soon  as  they  were  properly  approached.  20 
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The  Telugu  literary  dialect  contains  many  obsolete  gram- 
matical  forms,  an  inconveniently  large  mass   of  obsolete  words 
and  arbitrary  verbal   contractions  and    expansions    which    were 
necessitated  by   a  system   of  versification  based  both  on  alliter- 
ation and  on  quantity.     A  license  which  I,  no  doubt,  has  its  own 
advantages   of  introducing   Sanskrit  words  to   an  unlimited  extent 
has  been    but    too  eagerly  availed    of  by  poets  who    brought 
glossaries    into    'requisition,     revelled     in    fantastic      compound 
formation,  and  made  the  Telugu  literary  dialect  doubly  dead  ...... 

If  it  is  intended  to  make  the  Telugu  literary  dialect  a  great 
civilising  medium,  it  must  be  divested  of  its  Sanskrit  elements, 
and  brought  closer  to  the  spoken  dialect  from  which  it  must  be 
thoroughly  replenished  ...... 
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Let  those  who  love  fetters  venerate  it.  My  own  vernacular 
for  me,  the  living  Telugu,  the  Italian  of  the  East,  in  which  none 
of  us  is  ashamed  to  express  our  joys  and  sorrows,  but  which 
some  of  us  are  ashamed  to  write  well.., 
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...  Who  will  be  so  rash  as  to  forecast  the  scope  and  signi- 
ficance of  this  movement  which  has  the  genuine  ring  of  poetry 
and  applies  itself  to  the  treatment  of  the  primary  emotions  of 
humanity  in  a  commendable  spirit  of  high  seriousness?  5 
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A  review  of  some  of  his  recent  productions  must  thus  be  of 
considerable  value  for  a  study  of  some  of  the  possible  develop- 
ments of  Telugu  poetry  in  the  future,  and  more  generally,  as 
affording  an  instance  of  literary  evouion,  in  obedience  to 
external  impulses  of  a  powerful  and  desirable  type  in  a  country 
in  which  progress  is  retarded  at  every  step  by  the  purblind 
champions  of  conservatism,  it  becomes  almost  a  duty  to  welcome 
such  well-meaning  reformers. 
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Numerous  social  principles,  full  of  the  liberal  impulses  of 
to-day  are  skilfully  woven  into  the  Poems  of  Mr.  Appa  Rao 
without  the  least  detriment  of  their  artistic  merit.  Orthodox 
Hindu  sentiment  may  stagger  at  some  of  the  radical  ideas 
embodied  in  his  Poems,  but  to  the  cultured  mind  they  are  signi- 
ficant of  the  new  light  that  is  illumining  our  social  life,  enabling 
us  to  perceive  the  wrongs  of  centuries...  There  is  in  the  Poems  a 
rude  shock  to  popular  sentiments  as  in  the  plays  of  Ibsen  and 
Bernard  shaw,  but  the  effect  must  be  whole  some... 
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But  what  was  wanted  was  a  leader,  one  who  would  make 
incessant  war  on  the  forces  of  reaction  ;  who  was  a  fearless, 
watchful  scholar,  who  could  authoritatively  countei\with  chapter 
and  verse,  the  contentions  of  his  opponents  ;  who  had  the 
scrupulous  exactitude  of  the  scholar  ;  who  was  inexorable,  yet 
fair  and  friendly  In  debate  ;  who  never  let  his  enthusiasm  for 
the  cause  override  his  zeal  for  the  truth.  Ramamurti  was  this 
leader  that  the  scattered  reformers  looked  for.  ? 
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The  neglect  of  these  languages    by  the   ordinary   university 
graduates  of  the  present  day  is  notorious.  8 
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By  'Modern'  Telugu,  the  Board  means  language  of  the  kind 
used  in  such  books  as  Brown's  Reader,  the  first  part  of  Arden's 
Telugu  Grammar  and  Enugula  Veeraswamayya's  Kasiyatra 
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All  people  that  speak  any  language  use  Sandhi,  the  degree 
of  Sandhi  or  coalescence  of  words  depending  upon  the  rapidity 
of  utterance. 

But  there  is  no  reason  for  registering  Sandhi  in  writing, 
seeing  that  each  man  will  make  his  own  Sandhi  when  he  reads. 

The  only  Sandhi  that  ought  not  to  be  given  up  in  writing 
is  what  is  called  internal  Sandhi  ;  the  unit  of  speech  is  the 
sentence,  but  the  unit  of  writing  is  the  word  and  whatever  Sandi 
occurs  within  a  word  has  to  be  recognised  as  fixed. 

But  the  liasion  of  word  with  word  is  justifiable  only  if 
unintelligibility  is  the  object  of  writing!  and  the  function  of 
language  to  conceal  thought.  11 
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1.  To  ^^efe  -fc?  establish  a  standard  of  colloquiality  in 
Composition  for  [each  language  and  to  consider  especially  the 
following  points  : 

(a)  The  circumstances  under  which  and  extent  to  which 
the  strict  rules  of  grammar   may  be    departed  from, 
attention  being  paid,    among  others,   to  the  questions 
of  Sandhi  and  archaic  forms. 

Note  :-  The  results  of  their  labours  might  be  set  forth  in  a 
syallabus  of  the  grammar  of  the  language. 

(b)  The  extent  to  which    borrowed  words  should  be  used, 
particularly  words   of  Sanskrit,    English  and  Urdu 
origin. 

Note  ;-  An  attempt  might  be  made  to  frame  a  list  of  desirable 
English  and  Urdu  words,  which  list  could  be  revised  from 
time  to  time. 
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(c)    The  existence  in  each  language  of  prose  works  which 
can  be  taken  as  models  of  composition. 

Note  ;—    Lists  of  such  which  could  be  revised   from  time  to  time 
might  be  drawn  up. 

ii.  To  consider  the  character  of  the  subjects  thai  should  be 
set  for  vernacular  composition,  whether,  e.  g.  Candidates  may 
be  asked  to  handle  subjects  connected  with  the  sciences  they  study 
under  the  "Groups."  *3 


ajSsS»ofito    STo 
(F.  M.  U.) 


A 


A 


i  ^cSfior? 


A 


55 


1812  BASSOS"6 


Fellow  of  the  Madras  university 

>  1898 


*Sr6oeo2?<to 


cprotoa, 


<» 


S     100450 


sSc  SboSb  S 


TO,  SToi^OID 


8x>ci>5P^tojSpgCx>wl4 


ts  which 
o  to  time 

lunild  be 
ites  may 
hey  study 


(TO 

cO       '^'DU)O 


university 

•uAu  1898 


IDer* 


a*  ~oj 


srtfg 


polite 


r?5 


191 


19  -.0 


(Vulgar) 


192 


sfc 


1910 


73  3  Oft  ro  too 


cr<Dep>  5J-$c5 

O 


6 


£b,    1911 


Ico^o 


15 


15 


53)6^  ^"33*  :.. 


C-J 


O^D    D  " 


(Daniel  Jones) 


(1912) 


(Readers) 


&«$ 


c      o 


193 


U)     - 


ro 


§" 


(Lord  MorleyJSb 


ro 


ro 


ro 


1910     £3^^'5    4  To 


194 


\      f 


CP?O 


1911 


O 


o  _ 


(Hon'ble) 


Q 


12 


60 


&$*£&  sSJ 

ID 


CJ 


d&S. 


Cb    8         tf    C&    O  185 


5  eeStffcoS^o,  £3.  3. 


O       ' 


18 


CO  _  ^  CO 

S-°/v,  e3&& 


00 


j 


ofi 


co&r* 


ro 


29 


5T5ftOf*dabls3.     ^e^  ^sS^as'S)^    eo.^ 

W  CO  «          ©  CL—  ^ 


&   0 


KKr°og  s53sSsib  (Telugu  Academy)  <u>,\\o3  ..... 


*V\or?tf" 


JO"&L4JoK>6ov) 

Q  —o  CJ 

crsbxw  5 


P) 


Boccacio)  o\bra  Dccioicron 

8»jA'r«>.     'V"3>o0£i';vbs3tr»(^,     o0^  (Ciiaucen  ^bcr8 

««j 

(Marlowe)  l^^db^   (Shakespeare)  i^yB    wo^r^o    u'ej'rfoo^rJ 

^  w  ^ 

60^690   AO^oSi^a,      ^iOiS      ^fl  ^O^Off*      "3  £3  ft)      &' 


ill*  ,    K 


co 

wr?  A 


(Chcrles  II)  Sr*d^sio^    &sS\3i\ 

oj        oJ 


Q 


S5bc0  cS 


a;   1915  ^  d-dA 


. 


5  o-*?o;oo£>3 


CO 


() 


SI* 


3sS-\cr»cDS 


*J 


£3 


CO 


w 


£71  o*  ^n>?Ycco. 
S*e3'3 


A 


198 


£*tfgs5»S1'c6o&c5 


CO 


33*8    sSa^    *3jSpgO.    ^'oScc 


o.'fo^    "3. 


i  o 


^T8  "3  t 


"3       d  ^eo  ff*A§  :o5rftf3<Sb*  sfolb 


S3  * 


Where  are  the  Pandits?  I  would  like  to  sec  them  of  the 
persons  who  assembled  at  Pachayappa's  I  wonder  how  many 
deserve  that  name.  22 
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My  object  in  writing  it  v/as  (1)  to  vindicate  the  dignity  of 
Modern  Telugu,  the  guenine  mother  -tongue  of  the  educated 
classes  and  its  right  to  be  used  as  the  best  medium  of  instruction 
and  literary  expression  ;  and  (2)  to  refute  the  arguments 
advanced  by  the  Pandits  and  the  Academy  against  the  "Modern 
Teluu  Movement." 
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...  In  the  present  economic  condition  of  the  country  the 
masses  arc  seriously  handicapped.  The  further  progress  and 
the  welfare  of  the  community  depends  on  the  removal  of  the 
barriers  between  the  classes  and  masses,  which  a  serious  defect 
in  the  system  of  public  education  has  set  up  and  has  been 
strengthening,..  The  aim  of  the  true  social  reformer  in  all 
civilized  countries  is  toweld  all  classes  of  the  community  together 
for  common  citizenship  by  a  culture  which  should  be  common 
as  the  light  and  the  air... 
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He  is  a  pyramid,  a  museum,  an  encyclopaedia  of  ancient 
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The  subject-matter  of  the  books  he  generally  teaches  is  out 
of  date  and  the  knowledge  embodied  in  them  is  in  conflict  with 
what  is  now  believed  to  be  true  and  good  by  the  civilised  world 
The  Pandit  daily  administers    to  the  pupils  small  doses  of  the 
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superstition  and  of  the  exploded  knowledge  of  the  ancient  world, 
lest  they  should  grow  too  fat  on  the  modern  ware  of  western 
knowledge,  which  the  government  are  so  solicitous  of  diffusing 
among  the  masses. 
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The  propaganda  of  the  "Modern"  school  goes  very  much 
beyond  the  necessities  of  the  case.  It;  is  ill-conceived,  revolu- 
tionary and  Contrary  to  the  law  of  the  ordinary  development 
of  languages...  St  is  professed  but  by  a  handful  of  persons  who 
have  no  more  right  to  speak  for  the  Telngu  People  than  the 
three  Tailors  of  the  Tooley  street  had  to  speak  in  the  name  of 
people  of  England,  In  fact,  these  "reformers"  have  come  not 
to  fulfil  but  to  destroy  and  they  have  thereby  put  themselves  out 
of  court.  2') 
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Social,  political  and  literary  ideals  have  changed.  Literature 
is  no  longer  confined  to  a  cult;  and  mass  education  which  is 
one  of  the  greatest  blessings  of  British  rule  has  necessitated  the 
creation  of  a  modern  prose  in  Telugu. 
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We  stand  at  the  parting  of  the  ways,  and  our  decision  will 
affect  the  future  destinies  of  the  Telugu  people.  It  lies  with  us  to 
chain  and  strave  Telugu  literature  or  to  give  it  liberty  and  make  it 


a  great  civilizing  force.  32 
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to  galvanise  into  life  the  dead  forms  of  the  old  poetic  dialect 
and  graft  the  living  forms  on  them  and  no  wonder  that  they  failed- 
They  classified  the  fossils  into  old,  older,  oldest  and  recommended 
the  option  of  excluding  the  last, 
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...  having  lost  its  courtly  intellectual  centre,  literary  life 
in  Andhra  became  provincialized  and  Rajahmundry  -under 
Veeresalingam  Pantulu  continued  its  intellectual  lead  and 
became  the  leading  open  forum  for  Andhra  literary  effort, 
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Idealization  applies  only  to  creative  literature.  As  applied  to  it, 
it  enjoins  that  the  mental  aspect  of  reality  should  be  presented  by  the 
author,  and  a  selection  from  this  mental  aspect  of  reality  should 
first  be  made,  excluding  such  matter  as  affects  unpleasantly  the 
aesthetic  consciousness  of  the  reader. 

The  most  prominent  application  of  the  principle  of  Idealization 
is  the  doctrine  of  Poetic  justice.  The  plot  of  a  work  of  creative  litera- 
ture should,  with  the  sole  exception  of  tragedy,  end  "happily"  and 
so  give  expression  to  the  deeply  rooted  sentiment  of  optimism  which 
results  from  the  belief  that  the  universe  is  governed  and  controlled 
by  an  all-powerful  and  all-wise  being. 

There  is  however  a  limit  to  idealization.  Truth  is  the  supreme 
test  of  all  literature  This  principle  of  truth  requires  that  idealiza- 
tion shall  be  consistently  applied  through  out'  and  that  it  shall  be 
itself  guided  by  that  wide  and  exact  knowledge  of  men  and  thing 
which  is  expressed  by  the  term  'philosophy, 

JUDGEMENT  IN  LITERATURE,  W.  BasliW  orsfold  (P.81-88s( 
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Romanticism  was  not  just  the  mingling  of  tragic  and 
grotesque,  the  giving  of  new  blood  to  an  old  Vocabulary  or  the 
freedom  to  cut  his  coat  according  to  his  cloth,  but  something 
that  went  far  deapa;.  It  was  the  spirit  of  the  age;  it  was  an 
anguish,  a  discontent,  a  conflict  between  man  and  the  world  in 
which  he  lived.23 
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Robin  Hood  :  what  perhaps  is  its  greatest  interest  is  its 
expression  of  the  popular  mind  about  the  close  of  the  middle  ages. 
Robin  Hood  was  at  that  time  the  people's  idoi  135  Arthur  is  that  of 
the  upper  classes.  He  is  the  ideal  yeoman,  as  Arthur  is  the  idea] 
knight  He  readjusts  the  distribution  of  property;  he  robs  the 
rich  and  endows  the  people.  He  is  an  earnest  worshipper  of  the 
virgin,  but  a  vigorous  hater  of  monks  and  abbots.  He  is  the  great 
Sportsman,  the  incomparable  archer,  the  lover  of  greenwood  and 
of  a  free  life,  brave,  adventurous,  jocular,  open  -  handed,  a  protec- 
tor of  women. 

—  Encyclopaedia  Britannica: 

(14thEditon)    Vol  9.    P  .583 
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*Wordsworth  endeavours  to  bring  his  language  nearer  to  "the 
real  language  of  men,  to  the  real  language  of  men,  however,  not 
on  the  dead  level  of  their  ordinary  intercourse,  but  In  select 
moments  of  a  vivid  sensation,  when  the  language  is  windowed 
and  ennobled  by  excitement, 

—  Appreciations  :  Wordsworth  —  Walter  Pater. 
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Wordsworth  owed  much  to  Burns,  nda  a  style  of  pefect 
plainness,  relying  for  effect  solely  on  the  weight  and  force  of  that 
which  with  entire  fidelity  it  utters,  Burns  could  show  him.  29 
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Kanya  Sulka 

a  Comic  Play 

in  seven  acts 

by 

G.  V.  Appa  Row,  B.  A., 
asst.  Maharajah's  College,  Viziaoagaram. 


.    Comic  Play 
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BRAHMA  VIVAHAM  was  meant  to   be  a  pure  comedy  of 
manners,  while  in  KANYASULKAM  humour,  character  izatioo, 
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and  the  construction  of  an  original  and  complex  plot  have  been 
attempted  with  what  success,  it  is  for  the  public  to  judge  9. 
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*  23.  *§.  {5os3<5"^  o»SsS      Shakespeare  :    A  survey 


"...Comedy  in  the  true  sense  of  a  criticism  of  life, 
which  is  at  bean  profoundly  serious,  and  employs  all  the  machinery 
of  wit  or  humour,  with  the  deliberate  intention  of  reaching 
through  the  laughter  to  the  ultimate  end  of  a  purged  outlook  upon 

things  (P.  28) 

C*J* 

e£fa  "la*  3&.    Farce  is  a  comedy  translated   from  the 

speech  and  manners  of  a  cultivated  society  into  the  speech  and  ma- 
nners of  the  bourgeoisie;  or  perhaps  it  would  really  be  more  histori- 
cal to  say  that  comedy  represents  a  development  out  of  farce,  due 
to  the  sharpening  of  the  wits  and  the  refinement  of  the  mcraS  issues 
which  accompany  or  form  part  of  the  growth  of  a  cultivated  society 
as  distinct  Irora  a  bourgeoisie.  Such  farce  is  a  comedy  of  the 
ruder  vices  and  the  more  robust  virtues  ...  (P.  24)  c 


(Plot) 


It  differs  from  typical  comedy  in  two  ways;  firstly,  not  by  the 
absence  of  outlook  upoo  life  but  by  an  out  look  upon  'life  definitely 
brutal  or  cynical,  instead  of  sympathetic  or  at  most  ironical;  and 

secondly,  in  that  It  proceed  s  at  a  greater  distance  from  the  normal 
facts  of  life  of  which  it  presents  an  extravagant  or  burlesque 
perversioD,  instead  of  merely  a  humorous  or  whimsical  arrangement. 
(P.  42) 


(Meredith) 

A  society  of  cultivated  men  and  women  is  required,  where  i 
ideas  are  current  and  the  perception  quick,  that  he  may  he  supplien 
with  matter  and  an  audience. 


Comedy  is  more  than  farce,  the  play  where  untoward  incidents 
render  the  character  ridiculous,  and  it  is. also  more  than  the  play 
of  intrigue  with  a  happy  ending,  which  the  historians  of  drama  so 
often  for  convenience  classify  under  comedy.  Nor  is  it  burlesque, 
for  there  the  movement,  however  amusing,: depends  upor  some  life 
other  than  its  own. 

Comedy  in  its  truest  interpretation  depends,  as  Meredith 
sns,  upon  a  conception  of  Society  and  trie  Comic  writer  will  hold 
up  the  mirror  to  his  age,  depicting  its  eccentricities,  its  deviations 
from  some  agreed  norm.  14 
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...Comedy  is  generally  a  closer  historian  of  its  society  than 
the  members  of  it  would  easily  admit  and  often  indeed  far  truer 
than  they  would  trouble  to  realise...  the  comic  dramatist  never 
ceases  to  scourge  parasites,  and  lays  the  lash  in  all  his  plays  on 
pimps  and  bawds  and  procurers..  .  16 
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As  far  a^  the  plot  is  conceraed  however,  Girisam  is  not  essent- 
ial; as  a  matter  of  fact,  he  is  out  of  place.  In  the  drama,  he  is 
merely  the  person  with  whom  Buchatnma  elopes.  Girisam  must 
have  taken  the  author  himself  by  storm,  and  argued  and  bluffed 
his  way  into  the  drama.  30 
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raok  with  the  world's    best  humorous   characters  for  the  Telugus 
dwindles  into  a  mighty  little  man  of  virtue  as  the  play  progresses34 
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There  is    more  life    and    movement  in  one    first    act  of   THE 
MERRY  WIVES  OF  WINDSOR    than  in  all  German     literature 
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Lamas  and  his  dog  Crabbe  are  worth  more  than  all  German  comedies 
put  together. 
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Shakespeare's  Comedy  is  akin  to  his  Tragedy,  and  does  not  come 
out  of  the  other  house.  Cue  kind  of  comedy  which  has  been  most 
famous-and  most  influential  in  the  world's  history  is  satirical  comedy 
which  takes  its  stand  on  the  best  social  usage,  and  laughs  at  the 
follies  of  idealists  ...But  this  is  not  Shakespeare's  comedy  His  imag- 
ination is  too  active  to  permit  him  to  find  res  lin  a  single  atitude.  42 
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,..  Still  with  all  its  defects  of  techaique  ...  KANYASULAKAM 
remains  a  masterpiece  in  the  diffticuH  realm  of  social  batire.  It  is 
aglow  with  life  and  humanity  ;  its  men  and  women  move  about  with 
the  graces  and  kindnesses,  oddities  and  absurdities,  cruelties  and  chica 
neries?  sanctifies  and  hypocricies  of  real  life  -  a  life  in  which  nature 
and  custom,  reason  and  tradition,  sentiment  and  superstition  are 
in  immeasurable  conflict.  Lastly,  this  is  the  greatest  merit  of  OUT 
author  ,  his  characters  are  types...- 
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The  Gita  s^»s  out  each  preceding  doctrine  in  a  masterly 
and  sympathetic  way  without  earning  or  dissecting  it  and  with 
coasummate  skill  passes  smoothly  on  to  another.  .»  Thus"  we 
have  a  brilliant(if  plagiarist)  review-synthesis  of  many  schools 

of  thought,  which  were  in  many  respects  mutually  incompati- 
ble. The  incompatibility  is  naver  brought  out;  all  views  are 
simply  facets  of  the  one  divine  mind.  The  best  in  each  system 
is  derived,  naturally,  as  from  the  high  God.*. 
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Knowledge  then  seems  to  me  to  be  nothing  but  the  percep- 
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...  His  impression  of  the  light  thrown  by  physical  and  blolo 
gical  science  on  the  facts  of  life  seems  to  have  been  the  gloomy 

one  of  the  middle  of  the  Nineteenth  century.   External  nature 

often  plays  her  most  ruthless  and  destructive  part  in  his  works...  21 
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But  in  bis  later  prose  plays,  the  romantic  trolls  and 
ghosts  of  his?  earlier  dramatic^  poems  like  BRAND  and  PEER 
GYNT  crept  back  into  the  bourgeois  drawing  -  rooms;  the 
Naturalist  had  been  finally  compelled  to  make  cracks;  in  his 

mould. 
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Naturalist  had  been  finally  compelled  to  make  cracks;  in  his 
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At  the  root  of  Buddhism,  there  is  certainly  a  rigid  metaphysi- 
cal theory,  but  it  is  not  this  that  has  united  people  under  its 
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'banner.  Its  friendship,  its  pity  and  mercy,  and  the  universal  love 
preached  by  the  Buddha  have  helped  to  '  remove  barriers  between 
men  and  men.  27 
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We  may  understand  erotic  love  as  a  reaching  out  to  complete 
one's  self,  in  expression  of  and  response  to  a  deep  inner  need, 
and  agapic  love  as  a  transcendent  act  of  self  -  sacrifice,  a  love 
more  outgoing  than  outreaching,  a  love  that  gives  with  no 
thought  of  getting,  Eros  may  be  absorbing,  and  may  in  mutua- 
lity even  ground  the  human  community  ;  but  eras  inescapably 
remains  self  -  fulfilling*  self  -  rewarding,  self  -  possessive. 
Sacrificial  love,  or  agape;  on  the  other  hand,  in  Reinhold 
Niebuhr's  words  : 

"Completes  the  incompleteasss  of  natural  love 
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.  It  springs   from  the  need  of  the 

other  person-his^aeed  for  belonging  to  the'best  in  the  human  family, 
It  is  love,  seeking  to  preserve  and  create  community.  It  is  insistence 
on  community  even  when-one  seeks  to  break  it, 
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A  going  out  of  our  nature,  and  an  identification  of  ourselves 
with  the  beautiful  which  exists  in  thought,  action  or  person, 
not  our  own. 
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In  the  end,  for  him,  the  truest  name  of  that  perfection  called 
Intellectual  Beauty,  Liberty,  spirit  of  Nature,  is  love.  What 
ever  in  the  world  has  any  worth  is  an  expression  of  love*  Love 
sometimes  talks.  Love  talking  musically  is  poetry.  29 
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Much  that  he  would  fain  have  destroyed,  because  be  found  It 
customary,  was  solid,  true  and  beneficial.30 
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Sceptreless,  free,  uncircumscribed,  but  man 
Equal,  unclassed,  tribeless  and  nationless, 
Exempt  from  awe,  worship,  degree,  the  king 
Over  himself,  just,  gentle,  wise. 
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The  true  sage  is  rarer  than  the  true  poet  ;  and  when  the  two 
gifts,  that  of  wisdom  and  that  of  poetic  speech,  are  found  ia  the 
same  mao,  you  have  the  great  poet.  It  is  poets  of  this  kind  who 
belong,  not  merely  to  their  own  psople  but  to  the  world. 
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The  way  in  which  I  did  the  work  entrusted  to  me   by   that 
gentleman  soon  endeared  me  to  him,    with  the  result  that  very 
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soon,  I  became  at  once  his   friend,    companion,    clerk  and   also 
a  member  of  his  family. 
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I  would  have  opened  my  purse  strings  and,  have  made  glad 
the  heart  of  mataji  nvahararii  by  contributing  largely  to  the  funds 
of  the  school. 
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And  where  you  worked  so  well  for  Bharat-land, 

That  we  can,  sure,  achieve  a  success  so  grand. 
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1  love  you  and  your  friend  as  my  country's  hope,  I  love 
you  in  special  for  your  connection  with  Appa  Row,  I  cannot  give 
you  better  proof  than  the  trouble  I  have  taken  in  appraising  your 
work  and  the  trouble  I  had  taken  in  giving  judgement. 
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People  do  not  understand  noble  motives  -  you  have  bravely 
exposed  yourself  to  the  misconstructions  of  ignorant  and  foolish 
people  who  might  say  Sshe  goes  to  her  because  he  loves  the  girl  or 
wants  to  profit  himself  by  her  or  he  wants  to  carry  (curry  ?)  favour 
of  the  Rajah." 
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I  saw  the  good  points  in  R.  S.,  but  the  bad  points  over- 
weighed...  Another  turning  point  in  my  views.  (During  the  last  six 
or  seven  years  my  reflectiveness  and  knowledge  of  life  increased. 
1  schooled  myself  to  control  (1)  dislike,  hatred,  ill  -  will  etc., 
and  to  be  sympathetic  -  sympathy  being  the  Sine  Qua  non  of  a 
literary  aspirant.)  I  came  to  con  her  views,  her  aims  and  her 
feelings  -  to  take  account  of  her  training  and  early  influences  -  ... 
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subordinater  Rev.  Service  grinds  all  spirit  and  romance  out  ofa 
nature  like  yours 
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The  book  is   neither  fish  nor  flesh  nor  red  herring,  as  the 
trite  saying  goes. 
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It  would  have  been  historical  material  of  great  value  if  he 
had  published  all  the  historical  portions  of  Telugu  poems,  and 
Oriental  scholars  would  have  lain  under  great  obligations    to   him 
if  he  had  translated  them  into  English.    He  could  have  rendered 
great  service  to  the  Telugu  reading  public,  if  he  had  given  a  choice 
selection  of  extracts  from  classic  writers,  with  a  running    analysis 
of  the  plots  of  the  poems,  to  help  to  a  proper  appreciation  of  the 
extracts, 
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Fort  Vizianagaram, 


Dear  friend, 

Many  thanks  for  your  kind  note  of  the  19th  instant.  I  am 
sorry  to  learn  that  you  resigned  the  secretaryship  of  the  T,  A. 
I  am  glad  to  learn  that  your  health  has  improved. 

I  shall  feel  obliged  if  you  can  furnish  me  a  brief  note 
on  the  admissibility  of  o>tfo£>  and  the  laws  which  do  or  should 
govern  it. 

With  kind  regards, 

I  remain, 
Yours  sincerely, 
G.  V.  APPA  RAO 
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2nd  June,  1912. 
Dear  and  respected  friend, 

I  was  very  much  gratified  when  you  told  me  at  the  Madras 
Conference  that  you  went  with  me  a  long  way  though  you  differed 
with  me  on  some  points.  Though  there  may  be  difference  of 
opinion  on  the  practical  solution  of  prose  diction,  it  would  be 
impossible  for  us  to  differ  on  questions  of  authority.  We  go  to  the 
same  original  sources.  That  is  why  I  admire  you.  You  generally 
exhaust  any  subject  which  you  discuss.  But  I  can  not  say  the  same 
thing  of  Pandits  generally.  Judgements  are,  in  their  case,  a 
matter  purely  of  sentiment,  and  they  do  not  take  the  trouble  to 
examine  the  genuine  Sanskrit  tradition.  I  was  amused  to  read  in 
Z^&r^  ( 's  paper)  a  sentence  whose  meaning  I  put  into 

English. 

"One  or  two  persons  advocated  the  use  of  \r?^i  in  Dramas, 
but  Pandits  have  condemned  the  practice."  Where  are  the  Pandits, 
I  should  like  to  see  them.  Of  the  persons  who  assembled  at 
Pachayappa's  I  wonder  how  many  deserve  that  name. 

It  appears  you  spoke  at  length  at  the  Nidadavolu  Confe- 
rence. I  am  anxious  to  learn  what  you  said,  at  least  your  Chief 
arguments  and  general  conclusions.  Unfortunately  your  speeches 
are  not  reported  in  the  Madras  Papers.  Only  «o|^o53"3£  gave  a 
report  of  the  meeting  at  which  you  spoke  of  ^o§.  The  one  or  two 
sentences  in  which  your  views  were  given,  were  written  in  a  Telugu 
which  I  did  not  understand.*  I  shall  feel  obliged  if  you  publish 
your  Nidadavolu  speech  in  some  Telugu  weekly  —  at  least  the 
gist  of  it.  I  value  your  opinions  highly.  Sir,  please  take  time  for 
my  sake  and  the  sake  of  Telugu  and  write  to  me  briefly  what  your 
views  are,  how  far  we  concur,  and  where  we  differ. 

Your  very  sincerely, 
G.  V.   APPA  RAOt 
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P.  S. 

2nd  June,  1911. 
Dear  and  respected  friend, 

In  continuation  of  my  letter  of  this  morning  : 

Which  prose  works  and  poems  of  the  present  day  do  you 
offer  as  standards?  May  we  take  your  £q?  c$55^tftfsia  as  a 
standard  ?  and  your  dramatic  verse  for  poetry,  say  Us  ha  1 

How  far  have  you  deviated  from  the  rules  and  precedents 
of  the  language  of  the  older  poets  ?  What  is  your  test  of 
correctness  ?  Do  you  think  it  possible,  I  mean,  is  it  a  practical 
measure,  to  secure  a  fairly  common  standard  of  correctness 
among  prose  writers  ?  What  is  your  opinion  of  the  solution  of 
Mr.  Veeresalingam  Pantulu  of  a  prose  diction  for  Telugu  ?  Do  his 
followers  follow  any  intelligble,  fairly  uniform  standard? 
Granting  that  to  scholars  accustomed  to  literary  forms,  serious 
writing  in  the  spoken  dialect  sounds  undignified,  does  not  the 
popular  prose  of  the  present  day  with  Veeresalingam  at  its  head, 
offend  the  sense  of  propriety  of  both  the  Pandit  and  the  western 
scholar  ?  * 

Yours  very  sincerely, 
G.    V,    APPA  R  AO, 
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12th  June,  1912. 
Dear  friend, 

Please  accept  my  sincere  thanks  for  your  kind  note  of  the 
9th  inst.  I  have  the  first  edition  of  Kathasaritsagara  at  home. 
Please  order  your  publisher  to  send  me  a  copy  of  the  new  edition 
when  it  is  out,  by  V.  P.  P.  I  have  not  yet  received  the  booklet 
which  you  promised  to  send  as  a  specimen. 

Your  remarks  about  yourself  show  your  modesty.  None 
of  us  can  altogether  shake  off  the  habits  and  sentiments  of  a  life 
time,  but  original  thinkers  like  you  who  combine  real  scholarship 
with  literary  power  are  able  to  chalk  out  new  paths  to  meet 
new  conditions  and  to  save  the  literature  from  stagnation.  So 
I  want  to  study  your  writings.  Your  poetry  is  quite  in  the 
grammar  and  diction  of  the  old  poets.  In  prose  you  have  certainly 
deviated,  but  what  I  fail  to  understand  is  how  you  can  make 
common  cause  with  persons  like  Mr.  Vavilakolanu  Subba  Rao  who 
takes  on  the  one  hand  an  extreme  position  in  prose  and  reflects  a 
decadent  taste  in  poetry  and  with  writers  of  the  Viresalingam 
School  on  the  other  from  whom  there  is  greater  danger  to  the 
old  literary  dialect  than  from  persons  who  advocate  cultivation  of 
of  spoken  dialects.  I  think  as  a  leader  it  is  your  duty  to  examine 
the  merits  and  defects  of  the  school  of  prose  which  is  in  greater 
vogue  than  the  classical  style  that  you  advocate. 

I  await  with  interest  your  pamphlet  on  Gramya  *  ...  I  hope 
you  have  recovered  from  the  fatigue  of  the  journey  to  Nidadavolu. 

Yours  very  sincerely, 
G.  V.  APPA  RAO. 
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P.  S, 

I  just  now  received  your  pamphlet.  Please  accept  my  best 
thanks  for  it.  I  wanted  to  read  the  best  presentation  of  the 
opposite  views.  I  shall  try  to  meet  your  objections.  We  differ 
little  on  questions  of  authority.  I  am  afraid  1  did  not  make  myself 
sufficiently  intelligible  at  the  conference.  You  meet  contentions 
in  a  shape  in  which  I  did  not  raise  them. 

I  admire  you  for  many  things  especially  for  the  atmosphere 
of  historical  romance  and  literary  patriotism  with  which  you  have 
developed  the  story  of  Prataparudra.  Perhaps  those  times  were 
as  prosaic  as  ours  as  all  present  is  for  a  present  generation,  but 
you  have  succeeded  in  idealising  characters  and  institutions.  Few 
so-called  critics  understand  the  merits  of  the  drama.  Telugu  critics 
grovel  in  the  mud  of  grammatical  accuracy  and  the  minutae  of 
articifical  art.  Admiring  you  as  I  do,  I  should  be  loth  to  cross 
swords  with  you.  But  you  have  left  us  no  alternative.  Therefore 
I  crave  your  permission,  as  Pandavas  craved  that  of  Bhishma. 
If  I  succeed  in  convincing  you  even  to  less  than  least  extent,  it  can 
only  be  with  your  help. 

With  kind  regards, 

I  remain, 
Yours  sincerely, 

G,  V,  APPA  RAO. 
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The  Highlands 
COON  O  OR, 

8th  Jan.,  1914. 


Dear  friend, 


I  am  glad  you  passed  one  more  student.  How  happy  he 
must  feel  !  We  had  to  send  away  the  B.  A.  text  lists  at  once. 
We  did  not  prescribe  any  prose.  Texts  for  the  other  examinations 
will  be  settled  latter  on.  For  intermediate  (I)  propose  your 
«3Drr>cOotfsfc>  and  &£.  Also  Harischandra  Dvipada.  About  non- 
detailed  study  for  intermediate  Venkataranga  Rao  and  myself 
could  not  agree.  Please  send  me  at  your  earliest  convenience 
a  copy  of  your  prose  Dasakumara  Charitha  and  any  other  prose 
work  except 


I  have  to  ask  you  one  question.  You  used  in  your  plays 
various  class  dialects  on  the  ground  of  §TOl?gSfc>.  Why  did  you 
omit  the  best  of  them,  L  e.  the  language  of  the  cultured  Brahmins  1 
Is  there  no  use  for  it  anywhere  ?  Does  not  the  same  £°£^g^ 
require  that  the  characters  of  a  certain  social  status  should  use  it  ? 

I  hope  you  are  keeping  excellent  health. 

Yours  very  sincerely, 
G.    V.    APPA  RAO. 


is  also 
prescribed   for  F.  A. 
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Confidential.  The  Highlands 

~BMOT™-™  C  O  O  N  O  O  R, 

9th  May,  1914. 
Dear  and  respected  friend, 

Since  arriving  here  I  have  been  busy  valuing  the  M.  A 
answer  books.  I  had  to  value  S.  S.  L.  C.  Composition  papers. 
So  I  had  to  keep  the  Af.  A.  Papers  to  the  last.  Mr.  Ramayya  has 
notified  that  he  will  hold  the  meeting  of  examiners  in  Madras 
on  the  21st  inst.  But  I  should  be  glad  to  avoid  a  journey  to  and 
fro.  Travel  in  summer  between  Ooty  and  Madras  is  always 
unpleasant.  The  cars  will  be  crammed  in  May  and  the  confusion 
at  Mettapoliam  and  the  heat  one  must  only  experience  to  realise. 
So,  I  proposed  to  Mr.  Ramayya  to  pass  the  results  by  circulation, 
so  far  at  least  as  1  am  concerned.  He  wired  back  to  say  that  such  a 
course  was  impossible.  You  sent  in  your  results,  and  Mr.  Ramayya 
can  send  the  results  to  me  so  that  I  may  help  any  deserving 
lame  duck  over  stile  (to  use  a  metaphor  employed  by  a  judge  of  the 
High  Court  when  speaking  to  the  late  V,  Kdshnaswami  Iyer  about 
the  bad  results  of  the  apprentices  examination.)  The  marks  which 
I  assigned  to  any  deserving  candidate  cannot  be  raised  without  my 
approval.  And  then  there  is  the  difficulty  about  the  valuation  of 
dissertations.  It  was  a  mistake  to  have  divided  the  valuation  of 
dissertation  between  three  examiners.  All  the  dissertations  must  be 
examined  by  only  two  examiners,  to  secure  uniformity  of 
valuation  -  You  and  I  or  Mr.  Ramayya  and  either  of  us.  Since 
that  is  not  to  be,  I  shall  tell  you  my  views.  Out  of  the  9  candi- 
dates, you  may  pass  8  -  You  told  me,  If  1  remember  rightly,  that 
one  or  two  failed  in  your  subjects.  The  same  was  the  case  in  mine. 
Two  or  three  students  have  good  knowledge  of  grammar  -  one  of 
them  did  splendidly.  Two  or  three  students  have  poor  knowledge 
of  grammar  -  one  is  very  poor.  His  c&  and  cS  augments  beat 

record.  Wrong  use  of  these  augments  is  found  in  other  papers, 
too,  but  the  candidates  in  the  latter  case  show  ability  in  other 
directions  and  even  critical  acumen.  Barring  that  one  student, 
I  think  the  others  may  be  passed.  This  is  the  last  year  for  M.  A., 
and  since  no  college  is  affiliated  for  Honours  in  Telugu,  we  shall 
have  to  wait  long  for  the  next  batch. 

I  shall  return  to  Madras  when  the  monsoon  sets  in.  I  shall 
stay  for  a  month  and  enjoy  the  pleasure  of  your  company. 

Yours  Sincerely, 

<n 

G.   V.   APPA  RAO. 
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Confidential  *  The  Highlands, 

_^_™^  C  O  O  N  O  O  R, 

18th  May,  1914. 

Dear  friend, 

Many  thanks  for  your  kind  letter  of  the  16th  inst.  I  am 
sure  you  will  excuse  me  if  I  have  decided  not  to  attend  the  meeting. 
No  doubt,  the  fate  of  poor  candidates  may  depend  on  a  few  marks 
and  when  they  are  deserving,  all,  the  examiner  may  have  to  help 
them  a  bit.  Otherwise  they  may  fail.  That  is  the  one  conside- 
ration in  favour  of  my  going  to  Madras  to  attend  the  meeting. 
But  you  must  excuse  me  when  selfishness  points  the  other  ways. 
For  the  first  few  days  after  arrival  on  the  hills  one  undergoes 
a  process  of  acclimatisation.  If  one  goes  back  to  Madras  after 
a  fortnight's  stay,  the  benefit  of  that  stay  is  wiped  out.  I  can 
leave  the  case  of  the  candidates  very  safely  in  your  hands.  I  was 
long  a  teacher.  I  started  life  as  a  teacher.  I  loved  my  boys. 
I  know  you  love  them  too.  You  have  an  enthusiastic  following. 
It  would  be  presumptuous  on  my  part  to  preach  consideration 

to   you. 

It  is,  no  doubt,  very  desirable  that  candidates  for   M.  A* 
should  possess  a   good  knowledge   of  grammar,  at  least  a  good 
practical  knowledge  of  it.      But   in  the  vast  majority  of  cases 
grammar  is  learnt  by  an  extensive  study  of  good  literature  and  not 
by   a  process   of    getting   up  rules.    From  the  infant  standard 
upwards  our  students  read  Telugu  prose  whose  chief  characteristic 
is   ungrammaticality,    if  I  may  use  the  word.     How  can  we  expect 
a   high   standard  of  knowledge   of  grammar  from  our  students? 
The  real  culprits  are  bad  prose  writers,    whom  poor  examiners 
cannot   reach  and   punish.      This   reminds  me  of  the  necessity  to 
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recommend  as  text  books  good  prose  works  written  correctly  by 
real  scholars.  It  appears  that  Mr.  R,  K.  Pillai  proposes  to  hold 
a  meeting  of  the  Board  of  Studies  for  recommending  the  text  books 
on  the  20th  instant.  I  had  no  notice  and  I  asked  him  to  postpone 
the  meeting  to  some  day  in  July.  If  he  accedes  to  my  request 
I  should  trouble  you  to  send  me  a  batch  of  your  prose  works, 
I  know  your  dramas  and  can  recommend  them.  But  in  respect  of 
prose  we  must  omit  portions  which  arc  too  amorous.  (After  ?) 
I  hear  Mr.  Pillai,  I  (shall  write?)  to  you.  1  have  your 
Harischandra  Dvipada  with  me  and  your  Naishadham.  I  did  not 
bring  your  other  works  and  editions. 

To  return  to  the  M.  A.  results,  I  hope  you  will  excuse  me 
if  I  do  not  attend  the  meeting.  I  am  sure  yourself  and  Mr.  Ramayya 
will  show  the  candidates  all  possible  consideration. 

I  hope  you  are  keeping  excellent  health. 

Yours  very  sincerely, 
G.  V.  APPA  RAO. 
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Confidential.  Admiralty  House, 

Mylapore, 

17th  July,  1914. 
Dear  friend, 

I  owe  you  an  apology  for  delay  in  answering  your  last  letter 
and  for  not  having  seen  you  yet.  Until  three  days  back  it  was 
very  hot  in  Madras  and  a  journey  to  Mallikeswara  Street  was  out 
of  the  question.  Before  I  leave  Madras,  I  shall  see  you  and  spend 
an  hour  or  two  in  your  pleasant  company.  I  have  recommended  a 
good  part  of  your  wo^#  tf^go^ptf  tfd^£&>  for  the  Intermediate 

Examination  and  at  the  suggestion   of  Mr.  Venkata   Ranga   Rao 

for  Matric. 


I  wish  we  had  more  of  your  prose  books  -  your 
is  full  of  love  intrigues.    Nor  is  Dasakumara  free.      Why 
don't  you  give  your   imagination  full   play  as  in    (jSc5*sScb|^c^s5b 

and    write   some  prose  stories  ?   or  even  adaptations   from  the 
Puranas. 

I  could  have  prescribed  your  prose  with  an  easy  conscience 
if  you  had  dropped  ££o£>  or  used  it  more  sparingly  and  with  some 

method.     I  like  your  $$  gb^rtf  style  better  than  your   £$"3d«5^tftf 
style. 

About  your  projected  play  on  the  siege  of  Bobbili  -  it  is  a 
pity  you  did  not  complete  it.  I  hope  you  have  not  said  anything 
derogatory  to  Vizianagaram.  I  have  got  much  material  for  a 
history  of  the  period,  and  I  shall  gladly  place  it  at  your  disposal, 
if  you  will  complete  the  play.  That  material  will  prove  that 
Viziaram  Raj  was  a  patriot.  He  wanted  to  drive  the  French  out 
of  the  Circars  and  asked  Bobbili  to  cooperate.  Bobbili  did  not. 

I  have  a  personal  favour  to  ask  of  you.  Please  attend  the 
meeting  of  the  academy  Senate  tomorrow  evening  at  4  P.  M. 
I  want  to  propose  a  division  of  work  and  responsibility. 

Yours  very  sincerely, 

G.  V.  APPA  RAO, 

Mr.  Ramayya  -  Derivation 

Yourself  -  the  vocabulary  of  the  classics 

Mr.  G,  V.  Ramamurti-spoken  Telugu 

pach  to  have  a  separate  establishment  and  remuneration^ 
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THE  HINDU 
1  February,  1911. 

Ait   Undeciphered   Inscription 

aiaiiaiMmitiM.iiMlMilpMnaiiMmi^^ 

Sir, 

In  a  letter  under  the  above  heading  published  in  your  issue 
of  the  26th  inst,  Mr.  D.  V.  Prakasa  Row  asks  for  information 
about  a  grant  of  the  Eastern  Chalukya  King  Vishnuvardhana  V 
(A.  D.  843-844)  published  by  Dr.  Burgess  and  Pandit  Natesa  Sastri 
in  Vol.  IV  of  the  Archaeological  survey  of  India.  The  inscription 
was  published  by  Dr.  Fleet  in  Vol.  XIII  of  the  "Indian  Antiquary1'. 
Impressions  of  the  plates  will  be  found  facing  page  86.  The 
donative  part  of  the  inscription  is  in  Tclugu  of  which  Dr.  Fleet 
could  not  obtain  a  translation  for  obvious  reasons.  What  Dr.  Fleet 
could  make  of  it,  will  be  found  in  his  paper  on  Eastern  Chalukya 
Chronology  (Indian  Antiquary"  Vol.  XX  P.  102),  I.  intend  dealing 
with  that  inscription  in  a  series  of  articles  in  Telugu  which  I  am 
contributing  to  the  columns  of  the  KRISHNA  PATRIKA, 
Masula.  The  second  article  deals  with  the  date  of  Yuddhamalla 
inscription  at  Bezwada,  and  1  think  that  there  can  be  little  room  for 
doubt  as  to  its  priority  to  Ramayya  Bhatta.  *  [  do  not  quite 
understand  what  Mr.  Prakasa  Row  means  by  "a  recognised  Telugu 
language  prior  to  Ramayya  Bhatta".  Does  he  mean  "  a  Telugu 
literary  dialect"?  If  so,  certainly,  there  was.  The  Bezwada 
inscription  of  Yuddhamalla  furnishes  forms  which  are  not  to  be 
found  in  Ramayya  Bhatta,  and  if  we  go  farther  back  to  the 
Chalukya  inscription  which  is  puzzling  Mr.  Prakasa  Row,  and 
similar  but  shorter  records,  we  shall  have  to  admit  that  like 
Canarese,  Telugu  had  older  literary  dialects.  The  true  significance 
of  this  fact  does  not  lie  in  its  bearing  on  academic  discussions 
on  the  position  of  the  first  poet  whose  work  is  extant  but  in  the 
light  which  it  throws  on  the  history  of  South  Indian  Literary 
dialect  and  on  the  question  of  the  formation  of  a  popular  Literary 
dialectical  Telugu. 

Fort,  Vizianagaram,  G.  V.  APPA  ROW. 

January,  28. 
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[The   Gramya  Controversy    ^    ^cS^oS"6    1912 


...  The  general  complaint  is  that  spoken  Telugu  is  not 
grammatical.  To  prove  this  writers  misquote  and  misapply  standard 
authors.  If  spoken  Telugu  is  not  grammatical  it  is  the  fault 
of  the  grammarians  :  rules  of  grammar  have  no  value  except 
as  statements  of  fact  :  respectable  expressions  can  never  be 
ungrammatical  if  in  general  use.  ... 

...  The  old  literary  dialect  in  Telugu  corresponds  more  or 
less  to  Chaucer's  English  and  it  would  be  as  absurd  to  write  in 
this  dialect  in  the  20th  century  as  it  would  be  if  an  English 
writer  of  the  present  Century  were  to  adopt  the  language  of 
chaucer.  In  fact,  the  spoken  and  written  dialects  in  Telugu  are 
two  different  languages  practically.  Owing  to  this  Telugu  literature 
is  stunted  and  few  educated  Indians  care  to  write  books  in  Telugu. 
The  contest  in  Telugu  is  between  a  dead  dialect  and  a  living  dialect 
and  if  the  educated  classes  of  the  Telugu  people  would  be  impartial 
and  rational  they  should  prefer  the  latter.  ... 
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III  3CP}§  &°  ^ebo)  Dramatic  Opinions  &  Critical  Essays 

^ 


How  to  manage  the  introduction  of  the  story  and  the 
characters  in  the  opening  of  a  play  without  giving  explanations? 
In  the  case  of  popular  stories,  a  Dramatic  author  has  an  advantage 
and  this  probably  accounts  for  the  superior  technique  of 
Shakespeare. 

The  devices  which  may  help  a  dramatist  arc,  the  construc- 
tion of  the  past  by  relevant  statements  which  characters  speak  with 
sincerity,  because  they  believe  in  these  statements  or  because  the 
statements  affect  them.     Statements  should  describe  the  past  in 
brief  but  clear  allusions.    Incidents  of  the  past  should  be  such  as 
effect  (ing)  the  present  and  future.     The  drama  should  open  with 
sincerity,  conviction  and  action.    The  essential  characters  should 
be  brought  out  by  bold  touches.  The  significance  of  incidents  in  the 
plot  scheme  should  be  apparent.  Contrasts  help  to  (bring  out) 
boldness  of  outline.    The  motives  should  be  felt  in  every  word 
and  act. 


One  school  of  dramatists  in  Telugu  develop  (the)  moral 
artificially  ;  no  note  of  sincerity. 


* 


Much  of  modern  Telugu  drama  is  independent  of  the  stage. 
That  is,  it  is  not  meant  for  acting.  This  is  an  advantage  on  the 
side  of  literature  but  no  siich  ^vantage  is  (traceable?)  .ff 
^Incomplete) 
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